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The Guilin of the Virgin Islands. 





BY FENTONIA,. 


Perhaps there are no recently-issued stamps more interesting, more 


varied, and demanding more careful thought and research as to the 
meaning of their devices, than the stamps of the Virgin Islands. No 
sooner had the penny green and sixpenny pink appeared (which, except 
as regards background, are identical in design), than speculation ‘became 
rife as to the signification of their common device. 

The writer of the first description of them in this magazine (vol. y 
page 9), ventures on an rt years that the parable of the ten wise and 
foolish virgins was intended to be symbolized by the twelve lamps, and 
though rather puzzled how to reduce the number 12 to a decimal, arrives 
at the somewhat arbitrary conclusion, that the solitary individuay 
skipping along so blithely, must decidedly be a wise* one. Six month, 
later, information obtained from the postmaster at Tortola (see vol. v 
page 121) completely explodes his theory. He states that “ the Virgi,’ 
Isles were discovered by Columbus on the Virgin’s day atey he mea, 


* [As the proposer of the hypothesis at which our ialitiahie mien 8 merry, we mend just 


ask whether, assuming that the p 
one would be likely to be chosen 


arabolic virgins were intended to be symbolised, a foolish 
‘or special representation ?—Eb. | 
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Lady-day, the 25th of March ?), and that he accordingly named them 
after the Virgin. The twelve lamps,” he adds, ‘represents the twelve 
primitive Christian charities” Now, what are these twelve primitive 
charities ? The word “charities,” as including a dozen attributes, is of 
itself ambiguous. I have heard of the three Christian graces—faith, 
hope, and charity,—and I have heard of the Graces in mythology being 
called charities (erroneously of course, as the name should be spelt 
“Charites” and the ch should be pronounced hard), but twelve charities 
or graces, if ever acknowledged in early symbolism, are certainly “things 
not generally known.” The word primitive, as applied by the worthy 
postmaster, is also most unfortunately obscure. What can bo the dif: 
ference between primitive and medieval or modern charities ? And why 
does the Virgin patronize only one of them, leaving the other eleven to 
float around her in the ambient air ? 

Again, on what authority is it stated that Columbus discovered the 
Virgin Islands on the “ Virgin’s day,” whichever that may be? Ac- 
cording to an old Spanish calendar, given in Husenbeth’s Emblems of the 
Saints (1860), there are no less than fifteen days set apart during the 
year for commemorating various events in her life, from her “ nativity” 
to her ‘‘ desponsation” and “assumption” ; but on referring to Wash- 
ington Irving’s Life of Columbus (no mean authority), it appears that 
not one of these commemorations occurred during the short cruise among 
the Caribee Islands, in which he discovered and named these islands. 
Besides, the Virgin Mary is never represented carrying a lamp of any 
sort, though she is certainly frequently found bearing a lily; but so also 
are a score of other saints and martyrs. Washington Irving says that 
Columbus, having sailed from Cadiz on Sept. 25th, 1493, on his second 
voyage of discovery, landed on the 4th of November on an island, which 
he named Guadeloupe, in honour of a convent of that name in Estra- 
madura ; that he again weighed anchor on the 10th, and that, after 
passing and naming various small islands, he soon came in sight of a 
great cluster of islands, to the largest of which he gave the name of St. 
Ursula, and called the others the Eleven Thousand Virgins ; and that 
he reached Hispaniola, or Hayti, on the 22d of the same month ; con- 
sequently the Virgin Islands must have been discovered early in Novem- 
ber, when, according to Husenbeth, there was no day set apart in honor 
of the Virgin. Washington Irving gives these particulars on the author- 
ity of Peter Martyr, the contemporary, the correspondent, and the bio- 
grapher of Columbus; therefore the origin of the name (hinted at, 
Stamp-Collector’s Magazine, vol. v., p. 46) may be considered #s in- 
dabitably settled. Whether there is now an island named St. Ursula, 
seems doubtful; but as most of the islands discovered by Columbus 
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have since changed names, probably St. Ursula has shared the same fate. 
For the benefit of juvenile readers, it may be as well to state here, that 
the legend of the eleven thousand virgins is a monkish myth, originat- 
ing, as Sirmond, a learned Jesuit writer of the seventeenth century, 
candidly admits, in the mis-reading of an ancient Latin manuscript 
martyrology, in which two females, named Ursula and Undecimella, are 
mentioned as virgin martyrs. The latter name being mistaken for un- 
decim-mille, latin for 11,000, easily accounts for the popular legend of 
St. Ursula and the eleven thousand virgins. 

As to the real meaning of the’device, which also constitutes thejar- 
morial bearings of such of the Virgin Islands as belong to Great Bri- 
tain, I am of the opinion that it represents the constellation Virgo, the 
Virgin, the sixth sign of the Zodiac, the latter fact well-typified by her 
holding the sixth lamp, the twelve lamps symbolizing the twelve sigus 
of the Zodiac. Notwithstanding the discrepancy between the seal and 
the stamp in the number of lamps on each side, she still holds the sixth 
lamp, if reckoned the reverse way. Hesiod and Aratus, the earliest 
writers on Greek astronomy, state that Virgo, though immortal, dwelt 
on earth during the golden age under the name of Astrea, the goddess 
of justice, but that, when mankind fell into dishonest and unjust ways, 
she forsook the earth, and retired to heaven,e where she beame the con- 
stellation Virgo. In support of this theory, it is remarkable that the 
engraver actually had a seal given him for a pattern for the 4d. and Is. 
stamps, bearing the figure of Justice ; and it is further remarkable that 
the learned Sir Wm. Jones, describing an ancient Indian zodiac in the 
second vol. of his Asiatic Researches, mentions that Virgo is there rep- 
resented carrying a lamp. 

We now come to the other and larger pair of stamps, the four-penny 
and the shilling values. The Virgin’s figure greatly resembles Guido 
Reni’s picture of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, though there is 
certainly nothing inconsistent in the astronomical virgin, the ci-devant 
goddess of justice, having an aureola of some of the stars which form 
her constellation, in this instance eight in number on each stamp. In 
Guido’s picture, exhibited in the Manchester exhibition in 1857, and en- 
graved at page 42 of Mrs. Jameson’s Legends of the Madonna, the Vir- 
gin has 12 stars round her head, her feet resting on what the magazine 
calls a globe or arch, but which is really intended for the moon, in allu- 
sion to the commencement of the 12th chap. of the Apocalypse, ‘ A 
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars,” which description has always been applied 
by the Romish church to the Virgin Mary. Though there are but eight 
stars visible on each stamp, the other four may be imagined, perhaps, to 
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form the back of her crown or aureola. In the four-penny stamp her 
clothing is anything but sunny, an omission remedied in the shilling one, 
as the rays of the sun seem entirely to surround her, The so-called 
mural background, however, is sadly too earthly for a glorified being. 
An objection has been made that the Virgin is represented black, but let 
me assure all cavillers, that it is quite in accordance with the ideas of 
the early painters ; the Romish church at that time explaining the verse 
in the first chapter of the Canticles, “ Behold I am black, but comely,” 
as typifying the Virgin Mary. I believe there are still one or two early 
‘pictures extant, painted in a very inferior style of art, which carry out 
this black idea. 

To sum up: my opinion is, that the lady represented on the pair of 
stamps first issued for the Virgin Islands, is the constellation Virgo, the 
Virgin ; while she, on the last-issued pair, is the Virgin Mary in her as- 
sumed glorified state, the Virgo Maria Assumpta of the Romish church. 
Nevertheless, I cordially endorse the sentiment expressed at page 46 of 
last year’s magazine, that “‘ there seems to be a strange confusion of sym- 
bolism in the design of the stamps of these islands,” as interesting to 
study, as it is difficult to unravel.—S. C. M. 


is > oo 


The Stamped Envelopes, Sheets and Wrappers of the 
United States. 


(Continued from page 60.) 


General Concluding Remarks. 


It is curious that the New Ru trp 3 cent varieties are almost un- 
known. Nos. 118 and 119 are said to exist, but I have never seen 
them ; and 120 and 121 are only given, as it is fair to suppose they 
may have been emitted to keep company with 111 and 112 (Old Ruled 
Medium Letters). Both of these Knives (EK and N) were common with 
the last Issue. 

Nos. 132 and 133 are mentioned on the authority of Mr. Pemberton, 
as are also 116 and 117; but I am extremely doubtful as to their exis- 
tence. A 2 cent on Knife H may have been issued, but I have never 
seen or heard of a copy. 

- All the above varieties are so extremely scarce, that a slight reference 
in the final list is all I can say of them; and in view of this, I trust 
my con/réres will be lenient with me for any omissions. 

{n order to economize paper, the corners of the bottom flap of the 12, 
20 and 24 cent copies are more or less cut off, and seldom terminate as 
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they should. (Vide, Knives I and J.) These mal-formations add 
largely to the collection of varieties. 

Every collector is aware that the duplicate colored individuals were 
never printed on white. 

Special Request envelopes, as the Departments term them, were in- 
augurated with this Issue. This feature consists in printing, across 
the left end of the enve lope, a request to return the letter to the sender 
in so many days, &c., if not called for. An early form was ; 

“Tf not called for in days, to be returned to 

This request was worded in other ways, and these, with the varieties 
of the type, errors, &c., serve to augment the “rank and file” of the 
enthusiastic collector. 

The work of Reprinting was abolished with the last Issue, so that 
no such specimens are thrown upon the “ market.” 


Ill. ANALYTICAL HISTORY OF ISSUES, 
4. Fourrn Issus. 
Date or Emission.—VALuss, 
The impressions common to this ‘ diminutive ” issue are ; 
2 cents black *‘ Post’”’ - 1864. 
3 * rose — December, “ 
6 «“ <<“ cies x 66 
b. Desian. 


Two cents; same as 2 cents “ Postage,” but wider disk, and upper 
inscription: U. 8. POST. 

Three and Six Cents. Embossed profile bust of Washington to left, 
on colored, upright, oval disk, and within lined frame; Unites Srares 
above, value below, se pars ate ad by lar; ge fi gure of value, within frame, 
and to right aud le ft of bust. 


c. Minute Examination or Dies anp Tuerr VaRteties. 


Two cents. Although several minor varieties are noticeable, two 
distinct Dies were pre pared for this value, of which the latter may be 
sub-divided. 


First Dik. 


Type 1. Size of stamp, 1 inch by 1 inch. The engraving very 
clearly defined. 
Sreconp Dik. 


Type 2. Size of stamp, 1 by 1 1-64th. This I find mostly upon the 
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cheaper qualities of orange-buff envelopes, and contains by far the 
greater number of apparent varieties. 


Type 3. Size of stamp, 1 by 1 1-32d. This is the commonest im- 
pression. 


Three and Six Cents. There are no varieties, that I am aware of, if 


exception is made to the coarse, poorly impressed, later, three cent 
copies. 


d. Corors anv Tints oF ImpPREssION. 
The black impressions are usually heavy and distinct, and present no 
especial varieties. 
The rose of both the three and six cent copies varies from very light 
to extremely dark shades. 
*-e. Spgeciric APPLICATION OF KNIVES AND Sizes. 


By the appended list it will be noticed, that the “Old” Knives dis- 
appeared with the third issue. Those common to the present are : 


New, Plain Note, Size, 27x4i, Knife F. 
“ce ‘ “ 


“Letter, 34x52, G. 

“ “ Extra Letter, “ 32x6i, Y - Ee 
_ “ Official, “ 3%x8i, ee * 
“ ‘“ ‘“c “c 37 x8i, “ a. 
Ruled Letter, ¢ 33x5i, eS a 


f. Generat Detaits or Paper. 


Qualities and Shades. 


Five very distinct qualities and shades are attached to this issue, and 
may appropriately be classified with the values to which they are con- 
fined. 

White for both 3 and 6 cents, 
Strawbuff for all the copies, 


Reddish buff for the 3 and 6 cents, 
Bright orange, and 
Orange red v. for the lowest values. 


The paper employed for the wrappers, Manilla, is found on dark and 
very light shade of paper, varying considerably in thickness. 
Watermark of the Department as usual. 


To be Continued, 
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- SELECTIONS FROM LIST OF ALBUMS © 
PUBLISHED BY 


J. W. SCOTT & CO., 
AND FOR SALE, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, AT 
75 & 77 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK, 
Anp 46 LEADENHALL Street, Lonpon, E.C. ENGLAND, 
And can be obtained Retail of Booksellers and Stamp Dealers throughout the werld. 


Scott’s Common Sense Postage Stamp Album 
Now Reapy, tHe Firra Ep!rion oF THIS JUSTLY CELEBRATED PostaGe Stamp ALBUM. 


Has received the Highest Prize wherever exhibited, and was awarded the 
only Diploma for Stamp Albums at the American Institute. 


Tt has specially designed spaces for the reception of every Postage Stamp ever issued, 
rather larger than the Stamp itself, thus showing a neat border round each, adding much 
to the appearance of a set. Each space contains the description of the stamp it is designed 
for, thus making it nearly impossible to make mistakes in arranging the collection. It is 
brought up to the present time, having spaces provided for the Stamps of Fhe Deccan, 
Fiji Islands, Japan, &c., &c., also, for the new issues of Canada, Ceylon, Luzon, Norway, 
Prince Edward Isle, Spanish West Indies, &., &c. 

It is bound in tre strongest manner, by the most skilful workmen, with the best materials. 
The following styles and prices now ready. 

Boards, beautifully illuminated in black and gold, - - 1.50 

Half cloth, “ es “ 2.00 
Cloth, gilt lettering. back and sides, - 

” extra, guards, clasps, &c., 
extra, thick paper, . 
Half Morocco, fine heavy paper, - . - 
French Morocco, Fine Heavy Paper, gilt edges, - 


“ 


- _- .00 

And for sale unbound on four qualities of paper, or bound in any ” tyle to order. P 

freo on receipt of price. 
Dealers will find these albums sell best of any in the market, as they are extensively ad- 


vertised as ‘‘ for sale everywhere.’ For terms, which are very liberal, apply to J. W, 
Scott & Co. 


ost- 





EXTRACT FROM PREFACE. 


‘* Special care has been taken to leave plenty of room for those governments that are still 
in existence, so as to accommodate future issues, and blank pages are left at appropriate 
intervals for the reception of Stamps from any countries that have not at present issued 
Postage Labels ; but should any one desire additional leaves, specially designed pages to 
correspond with the body of the book are prepared for all new issues as soon as they are 
received. These are supplied by the publisher at a nominal rate, and can easily be inserted 
in their proper order by gumming them to the guards bound with the book for that purpose 


thus making the Album PERFECTLY PERMANENT, and as good after ten years as one just 
published.” 


The Philatelist’s Album for Beginners. 


A marvel of cheapnes. Names of country over each page, room for 1440 Stam 
5 





s. 
*Flexible covers, ‘ ‘ ° ‘ ‘ , Spe, 
With description of every stamp, boards, half cloth, . 50e. 
Cloth, gilt lettering, SS eee 
6 ye “ — guards, &c. with additional spaces for Revenue Stamps,$1.0v. 
*An illustrated descriptive guide to facilitate arranging stamps in this album is 
published, 40 pages. Price . . ° ° ‘ ‘ lic. 
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{| Reduced fac simile of Diploma granted to J. W. Scott & Co., by the 
American Institute for manufacturing the best Postage Stamp Albums. 





